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Comment 


Rule  by  Rifle 


mnti  bM  indicated  its  acceptance  iq  latij 
*  '  proto- of  tbe  to  ^ 

Referring  to  the  recent  overthrow  of 
A  fro- Asian  democratic  governments  by 
military  dictatorships.  Life,  Dec.  1,  says. 

**What  brince  the*  mew  geaerale  to 
power  ia  the  felt  need  for  pnbUe  order. 
Order  can  be  peraaneatly  aeeared,  aot 
bp  power  aloae,  bat  bp  the  oolp  l^tl* 
■lato  paratoooBtcp  la  a  free  modem 
aedetp,  aamelp  a  epstem  of  law.  The 
fact  that  ladia  haa  a  etroag  legal  ia> 
herltaare  from  Brltaia,  aad  lerael  from 
Borope  as  well  as  from  the  Talmod, 
helpe  ezplaia  whp  theee  two  aatioas 
seem  to  be  the  moet  riable  ezamplee  of 
democratic  self-gorerameat  la  the  Afro* 
Asiaa  worhL" 


Bold  oad  lleckads.  Despite  the  UN 
Arab  resolution  of  last  August,  inno¬ 
cent  passage  from  one  Near  East  coun¬ 
try  to  another  is  still  subject  to  arbitrary 
delays  and  blocks.  Most  frequent  of¬ 
fender  is  Cairo,  which  has  barred  the 
landing  of  U.S.  Military  Air  Transport 
planes  at  its  airport.  Negotiations  are 
under  way  to  obtain  UAR  permission. 
Eaiiier,  Cairo  held  up  the  flight  of  ten 
British  jet  planes  to  Jordan  for  a  week. 
The  planes  were  a  gift  of  the  U.S. 
At  the  Lebanese  border,  trucks  carry¬ 
ing  supplies  from  Beirut  to  Amman 
were  turned  back  by  Syrian  officers; 
trucks  bound  for  B<^t  from  Jordan 
were  also  refused  passage  by  the  Syri¬ 
ans.  Jordan  has  complained  to  the 
UN  representative  in  Amman. 

Trade  boyc<Ats  were  intensified.  Cairo 
put  six  American  and  European  firms 
on  the  Arab  blacklist  for  doing  business 
with  Israel,  bringing  the  total  blacklist¬ 
ed  in  one  week  to  23.  Iraq  proclaimed 
a  boycott  of  all  French  goods  and  serv¬ 
ices  because  she  disapproved  of 
fContinued  on  page  152) 


The  former  prime  minister  of  Sudan,  Abdullah  Khalil,  haa  now 
confirmed  the  theory  of  Western  diplomats  that  the  military  coup 
which  deposed  him  was  really  a  palace  revolution  which  he  ^d  not 
oppose  and  which  was  intended  to  strengrthen  resistance  to  President 
Nasser’s  pressure.  In  an  interview  with  UOrient,  he  charged  that 
a  Middle  Eastern  power  had  been  conspiring  with  Sudanese  military 
officers  to  prejudice  Sudan's  indepoidence.  He  meant  Nasser  and 
Egypt.  He  spelled  it  out:  “You  mention  the  aggressor  in  the  Middle 
East  and  everybody’s  fingers  will  point  to  him." 

☆ 

So  another  Afro-Asian  country  abandons  democracy  and  turns  to  the 
military.  It  is  a  long  list — Pakistan,  Burma,  Thailand,  Indonesia, 
Iraq,  Syria,  Egypt— even  Lebanon  now  has  a  military  president. 
Why  has  democracy  failed?  There  are  explanations: 

Ctee:  Democracy  cannot  work  unless  the  people  are  informed. 
They  cannot  make  the  right  choice  unless  they  have  the  facts,  and 
the  vast  majority  in  this  Afro-Asian  expanse  are  illiterate.  Their 
only  source  of  information  is  the  tendentioos,  distorted  radio  broa^ast, 
which  remains  unchallenged  because  there  are  so  few  to  read  what 
little  truth  is  written. 

Two:  There  is  no  adequate  training  for  executive  or  parliamentaify 
service,  and  little  or  no  exercise  in  party  responsibility  in  the  Western 
tradition.  The  result  is  corruption  induced  by  absolute  power. 

Three:  The  army  holds  great  fascination.  There  is  no  bourgecdsie 
in  these  countries.  Young  people  have  little  opiwrtunity  for  service  in 
government,  the  professions  and  industry.  Th^  gravitate,  inevitably, 
to  the  army,  which  offers  the  highest  opportunity  for  education  and 
career. 

To  some  extent,  we  are  responsible,  for  we  have  given  the  army 
added  glamour  by  our  military  aid  program,  a  program  which  may 
have  dazzled  the  populace,  if  it  did  not  feed  and  educate  them. 

☆ 

We  are  changing  our  policies.  The  majority  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relaticms  Committee  has  urged  that  we  shift  emphasis  fnmi  military 
to  economic  assistance.  The  Administration  has  indicated  its  agree¬ 
ment.  It  will  seek  an  increase  in  eccmomic  aid  funds,  and  it  has 
ordered  a  study  in  the  existing  U.S.  military  aid  programs.  But  much 
more  is  needed:  education  for  democracy,  and  a  UJ3.  pr(^;)aganda  drive 
which  tells  what  freedom  really  means. 

Many  new  countries  had  been  summoned  into  being  in  our  generation 
by  the  principle  of  self-determination  so  doquently  championed  by 
the  U.S.  after  World  War  I.  After  World  War  H,  the  UN  was  the 
catalyst.  But,  while  many  new  sovereign  states  have  inherited  their 
land,  new  armies  patrol  their  boundaries,  and  new  ambassadors  have 
risen  to  answer  liie  roll  call  in  the  world  parliament  m  New  York, 
there  are  millions  who  still  do  not  know  what  sdf-determination  means. 
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ANALVS 


...The  Military  Line-Up 


The  sudden  bloodless  miliury  coup  in 
Sudan  traces  the  anny  in  a  new 
in  that  country.  The  overthrow  of 
parliamentary  government  three  years 
after  Sudan  achieved  its  indq>endence 
from  Great  Britain  and  Egypt  follows 
the  pattern  set  earlier  this  year  in  Leb¬ 
anon,  Iraq  and  Pakistan,  where  the 
army  generals  hold  the  reins  power. 

The  Sudanese  army  has  heretofore 
kept  out  of  politics.  It  is  a  small  but 
eflicient  force,  equipped  and  trained  by 
the  British  and  steeped  in  British  mili¬ 
tary  tradition.  The  Sudanese  have  al¬ 
ways  been  excellent  filters,  and  those 
who  served  with  the  Egyptian  Army  in 
the  Palestine  War  of  19^-49  put  up  a 
good  fight 

The  rise  of  the  army  in  Sudan  cm- 
l^iasizes  again  the  doininance  of  mili¬ 
tary  force  in  the  Arab  states  and  sug¬ 
gests  a  close  look  at  their  relative 
ground,  naval  and  air  strength. 

The  IIAI  Force.  The  strongest  mili¬ 
tary  establishment  among  the  Arab 
states  is  commanded  by  the  UAR.  It 
consists  of  130,000  Eg^tians  and  60,- 
000  Syrians,  the  latter  purged  of  anti- 
Nasser  elements  and  controlled  by 
Egypt  effectively  to  insure  concerted 
action.  They  are  lavishly  supplied  with 
Soviet  equipment  equal  in  quality  and 
type  to  the  arms  used  by  the  Soviet  satel¬ 
lites.  The  considerable  losses  which  the 
Egyptian  forces  suffered  in  1956  (2,000 
vriiides,  scores  of  tanks,  artillery  pieces 
and  planes,  hundreds  of  small  arms 
and  large  amounts  of  ammunition), 
have  been  replaced  and  added  to  by 
the  USSR.  In  addition  the  UAR’s 
navy  has  been  greatly  strengthened  by 
the  acquisition  of  seven  submarines 
from  the  USSR,  and  by  reinforcement 
of  bases  at  Alexandria  and  f4itakia. 

Both  UAR  components  are  under¬ 
going  reorganization  under  the  guidance 
of  Soviet  advisers.  Indoctrination  and 
training  at  an  accderated  pace  are  also 
being  carried  out  with  Sot^  hdp. 
Iraqi  Politics.  Iraq  has  the  second 
largest  Arab  military  force,  totalling  ap¬ 
proximately  60,000  men.  Its  air  force 
and  army  have  been  supplied  with 
ox>dem  weapons — tanks,  planes,  ar¬ 
tillery  and  anti-tank  guns — mainly  by 
Great  Britain  and  paid  for  by  the  U.S. 
Up  to  die  July  14  coup,  the  training 
was  supervised  by  U.S.  Military  Assist¬ 
ance  and  Advisory  Groups  (MAAG), 
but  diis  program  has  been  halted. 

The  Iraqi  armed  forces  are  deeply 


involved  in  their  country’s  political 
struggle.  The  senior  army  officers  are 
behind  Premier  Abdul  Karim  el-Kas- 
sem,  while  the  younger  officers  have 
tended  to  follow  Brigadier  Arif,  the 
protagonist  of  union  with  the  UAR. 
What  effect  Arifs  fall  and  arrest  may 
have  on  these  young  officers  has  not 
been  determined.  But  the  recent  pay 
raise  for  officers  and  enlisted  men  was, 
no  doubt,  a  measure  designed  to 
strengthen  their  loyalty  to  Kassem. 

Deubfful  Loyohy.  Jordan  has  an  aimy 
of  approximately  30,000  men  and  virtu¬ 
ally  no  air  force.  (The  U.S.  has  just 
made  a  gift  of  12  British  jets.)  Part 
of  this  army  is  made  up  of  terriUHial- 
type  static  infantry  units.  The  other 
part  is  composed  of  the  former  Arab 
Legion — a  mobUe  field  force.  Although 
the  legion  has  been  weakened  by  the 
reorganizations  and  purges  since  the 
days  when  it  was  commanded  by  Brit¬ 
ain's  Glubb  Pasha,  it  is  still  well  organ¬ 
ized,  equipped  and  trained.  It  is  armed 
with  British  weapons,  augmented  by 
U.S.  tanks,  artilk^  and  modem  anti¬ 
tank  weapons.  Its  dependability  is 
doubtful,  however.  The  Bedouin  ele¬ 
ments  (officers  and  enlisted  men)  are 
loyal  to  the  king,  but  the  non-Bedouins, 
especially  the  officers,  are  strongly  pro- 
Nasser.  A  U.S.  Army  team  has  recently 
completed  a  survey  in  response  to  Jor- 
daniim  demands  for  more  modem 
weapons  and  equipment 

Army  NmitmKsm.  Lebanon  has  an 
army  of  approximately  9,000  men  and 
a  very  smidl  air  force  as  well  as  a  7,000 
man  gendarmerie.  The  army  is  well 
equipped  with  French,  British  and 
American  equipment  and  has  reached  a 
reasonably  hi^  standard  of  training. 
General  Sbehab,  now  President  of  Leb¬ 
anon,  kq>t  the  army  from  becoming 
involved  in  the  revolt  against  the  Cha- 
moun  government  The  army  includes 
Moslem  and  Christian  persminel,  but 
its  coherence  and  efficiency  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  affected. 

Form  In  TransMwi.  The  armed  forces 
of  Yemen  (approximately  15,000),  a 
state  in  federation  with  the  UAR,  are 
still  in  transition  from  a  feudal  to  an 
up-to-date  military  force.  The  army  is 
receiving  Soviet  equipment  and  advice, 
but  it  is  supervised  1^  the  UAR.  The 
training  of  the  Yemen  forces  is  realis¬ 
tically  sharpened  by  their  frequent 


clashes  with  British-trained  forces  from 
the  protectorates. 

Commew  Trails.  Despite  numerous 
differences  in  the  training,  equipment 
and  personnel  of  the  armed  fmrees  of 
the  Arab  states,  there  are  certain  charac¬ 
teristics  conunon  to  all: 

(1)  The  armed  forces  of  Egypt, 
Syria,  Iraq,  Jordan  consist  of  profes¬ 
sional  soldiers  and  draftees.  B^use 
these  armies  have  no  system  of  reserves, 
they  are  not  intimately  integrated  with 
their  people  and  therefore  do  not  have 
the  strength  that  a  military  establish¬ 
ment  derives  from  a  broad  base. 

(2)  The  Arab  military  leaders  take 
a  major  role  in  domestic  politics.  Thus, 
the  professional  rivalries  which  one 
expects  to  find  in  any  army  are  aggra¬ 
vated  in  these  instances  by  political  am¬ 
bitions  and  nuneuverings  with  conse¬ 
quent  harmful  effects  on  efficiency. 

(3)  The  Arab  officer  corps  in  all 
these  countries  have  been  rent  by  politi¬ 
cal  upheavals,  thereby  destroying  their 
inner  coherence,  and  weakening  their 
military  pixfficiency  by  making  political 
reliability  rather  than  efficiency  and 
ability  t^  key  to  advancement 

(4)  Arab  manpower  at  the  disposal 
of  the  military  is  pooiiy  educated,  low 
in  intelligence  and  limited  in  aptitude 
for  handling  mechanical  devices.  The 
UAR  has  made  some  progress  in  cor- 
recting  this  situation,  but  it  still  en¬ 
counters  difficulties  in  absorbing  the 
equipment  supplied  by  the  Soviets. 

(5)  Class  lines  divide  officers  and 
enlisted  men,  and  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  them  is  not  conducive  to  high 
morale,  loyalty  and  steadfastness.  In 
time  of  crisis  formal  discipline  is  not 
sufiSdent  to  withstand  the  strain,  and 
disintegration  occurs  quickly. 

(6)  Leaders  of  the  Arab  armies  must 
rely  on  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
foreign  military  groups,  and  accept 
foreign  methods  and  doctrines  whi^ 
are  often  unsuited  to  local  conditions. 
Thus,  for  exanq>le,  Egypt  started  off 
with  a  thorough  Btitiah  indoctrination; 
in  the  eariy  1950’s  British  training  was 
supplanted  by  German  training  because 
a  group  of  former  Nazi  c^Scers  and 
specialists  was  placed  in  charge.  Since 
1955  the  Nazis  have  been  superseded  by 
Russians.  The  detrimental  effect  such 
a  succession  of  processes  must  have  on 
the  armed  forces  is  obvious. 

(7)  The  various  Arab  armies,  at  the 
naoment,  are  a  heterogeneous  group 
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without  coherence.  Genuine  unifica¬ 
tion  is  taking  place  only  in  the  Syrian 
Egyptian  armed  services. 

PoTM  hi  lehig.  Although  Israel  has  a 

much  smaller  population  than  its 
Arab  neighbors,  it  can  mobilize  more 
than  210,000  men  and  women.  They 
are  equipped  with  weapons  from  a 
variety  of  Western  sources.  Compared 
with  the  various  Arab  armed  services, 
the  main  discrepancy  in  their  equipment 
is  not  qualitative  (though  thm  is 
marked  superiority  in  the  armored  ve¬ 
hicles  possessed  by  the  UAR,  Iraq  and 
Jordan)  but  quantitative,  especial  in 
critical  items  like  planes,  tanks,  sub¬ 
marines  and  artillery.  But  niunbers  and 
equipment  are  not  the  only  factors  in 
d^ermining  military  capabilities. 

The  Israel  defense  force  is  actually 
only  a  force  in  being  because  approxi¬ 
mately  85  per  cent  of  its  strength  is  in 
reserve  components — ^reserves  who  are 
highly  trained  and  organized  and  can  be 
mobilized  within  48  hours.  This  makes 
the  Israel  armed  services  a  completely 
organic  part  of  the  pe<^le,  a  factor 
which  gives  them  moral  force. 

The  army  also  plays  an  important 
role  in  educating  young  new  immi¬ 
grants,  thereby  integrating  them  into 
the  nation’s  life. 

The  Israel  army  takes  no  part  in 
politics,  and  its  officers  are  devoted  to 
professional  tasks.  This  has  also  per¬ 
mitted  the  organic  development  of  an 
officer  c(xps  where  promotion  is  based 
on  training  and  effidency. 

Israel’s  manpower  generally  has  me¬ 
chanical  aptitude,  but  the  value  of  the 
human  factor  is  preached  and  practiced 
constantly  by  officers.  Thm,  the  en¬ 
listed  man  feels  that  he  is  a  full-fledged 
partner,  thereby  enhancing  the  inner 
strength  of  the  armed  fmces. 

In  the  ten  years  of  its  existence,  the 
Israel  defense  force  has  been  able  to 
develop  its  own  tactics,  organization 
and  training  suited  to  lo^  conditions, 
sdiich  was  demonstrated  during  the 
Sinai  campaign. 

At  present  the  weight  of  advan- 
tage  on  the  material  si^  is  with  the 
Arab  states,  but  the  overall  combat  effi¬ 
ciency  is  still  in  Israel’s  favor.  Israel 
now  constitutes  a  deterrent  to  aggressive 
Arab  designs  (those  directed  against 
Israel  and  those  against  Jordan).  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  discrepan¬ 
cies  in  equipment  can  exact  a  consider¬ 
able  ton  ot  life  in  the  event  war,  and 
the  greater  the  diacr^Muicy,  the  hMvier 
the  toD.  The  picture  can,  of  course, 
change  in  the  future,  eq>eciany  if  the 
Arab  forces  begin  to  make  b^ter  use 
of  their  mai^>ower,  develop  hitter  pro¬ 
fessional  standards  and  achieve  greater 
unification.  AH  this  could  make  brad’s 
position  a  very  difficult  one. 


TIm  R«fug««  Probl«m 

The  present  system  of  relief  to  the 
Palestine  Arab  refugees  is  due  to  »- 
pire  in  1960.  For  some  time  Capitol 
Hill  has  insisted  that  the  system  must 
be  changed  and  that  measures  must  be 
taken  to  insure  permanent  settlement 
of  the  refugees  to  end  their  long  and 
wasteful  homdessness. 

This  issue  comes  to  a  head  each  year 
as  the  Congress  is  asked  to  vote  new 
money  for  the  U.S.  contribution  to  the 
UN  Relief  and  Works  Agency.  That 
is  why  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the 
UN  has  been  exposing  an  automatic 
extension  of  the  status  quo  and  why  it 
believes  there  must  be  a  study  and  re¬ 
view  of  the  whole  program  bdore  any 
new  resolution  is  adopted.  The  U.S. 
believes  that  unless  there  is  a  thorough¬ 
going  survey,  it  will  not  feel  justified  in 
further  large-scale  appre^riations.  (Of 
the  $300  million  spent  for  this  purpose 
in  the  last  10  years,  more  than  $200 
million  came  from  the  U.S.,  and  in 
recent  years  our  country  has  carried  an 
increasing  share  of  the  burden.) 

But  the  UJS.  is  encountering  sharp 
opposition  from  the  Arab  delegations. 
They  want  no  change  in  the  present 
system.  They  are  opposed  to  any 
study  because  they  know  that  any 
thoughtful  survey  would  lead  to  the 
ctmchision  that  Arab  demands  for 
wholesate  repatriation  of  the  refugees 
into  brad  are  out  of  the  questkm.  A 
study  would  also  draw  attention  to  the 
Arate’  continuing  refusd  to  cooperate 
with  UNRWA  in  any  positive  programs 
f(X'  the  resettlement  or  reinte^tion  of 
the  Arab  refugees  in  Arab  countries 
where  they  are  now  located. 

The  Arab  refugees  are  exploited  as  a 
tremendous  political  and  propaganda 
weapon  against  Israel— hi  tragic  disserv¬ 
ice  to  the  Arab  refugees  themselves. 
Accm’dingly,  the  Arab  delegations  have 
been  at  swoids  point  with  the  U.S.  and 
have  been  insisting  that  if  any  resolu¬ 
tion  is  adopted  it  should  merely  give  a 
new  lease  of  life  to  UNRWA  as  it  b 
now  constituted.  The  UJS.  has  been 
bitterly  excoriated  by  the  Arab  radio. 

The  U.S.  is  handicapped  by  the  in¬ 
difference  and  ^Mthy  of  other  natioos 
vdiich  do  not  wi^  to  incur  the  animos¬ 
ity  die  Arab  states  and  have  little 


incentive  to  associate  themsdves  with 
the  U.S.  position  because  they  do  not 
contribute  to  the  program. 

There  is  doubt  that  a  U.S.-spoosored 
resolution  could  muster  enou^  votes. 
It  might  get  a  majrmty  and  emerge  from 
the  Political  Coo^ttee  of  the  UN,  but 
the  Arab  states  may  be  able  to  veto 
it  by  denying  it  the  required  two-thirds 
majority  in  the  Assembly  plenum. 

IsrcMi'f  OffM’ 

Nor  have  the  Arabs  indicated  any 
interest  in  the  (^ers  that  have  been 
made  by  Israel’s  UN  delegation.  In 
several  statements  in  the  Assembly  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  fortnight,  Ambassadtv 
Abba  Eban  of  Israel  announced  Israel’s 
readiness  to  pay  compensation  to  the 
refugees  for  their  property.  The  Israel 
Ambassador  told  the  UN  on  Nov.  17 
that  Israel  believes  that  the  basic  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  refugee  question  lies  in  the 
integration  of  the  refugees  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  have  been  for  the  last 
decade  and  whm  they  live  among  their 
own  kinsmen.  He  emphasized  that  if 
such  a  solution  were  actually  carried 
out  and  if  the  international  assistance 
tiered  in  1955  vrere  available  (a  ref¬ 
erence  to  Secretary  of  State  John 
Foster  Dulles’  1955  declaration), 
Israel  would  be  prepared  to  pay  com¬ 
pensation  srithout  svaiting  for  a  final 
peace  settlement  or  the  sirfution  of 
other  outstanding  problems. 

In  fixing  the  levd  conqwnsation 
osred  by  Israel,  Ambassador  Eban  said 
that  it  would  tw  necessary  to  take  into 
account  the  claims  of  Israel  citizens 
who  have  a  ri^  to  compensation  for 
property  left  behind  in  A^  lands. 

Israd  has  released  $8  mOhon  in  bank 
accounts  bdonging  to  Arab  refugees, 
which  means  the  transfer  of  hard  cur¬ 
rency  from  Israd  to  hostile  territory 
even  though  her  Arab  nei^ibon  per¬ 
sist  in  economic  warfare  against  her. 

Israel  has  already  int^rated  48,500 
of  the  Arab  refugees  into  its  ecemomy 
by  accepting  responsibility  for  the  ref¬ 
ugees  who  were  in  Israd  and  by  the 
reunion  of  Arab  families.  Ambassadex' 
Eban  indicated  that  Israd  would  be 
prqpared  to  continue  the  uniting-<ff- 
fan^es  scheme  in  the  context  of  a 
refugee  sdution  by  integration  in  Arab 
lands. 


151 


mimmfimg  ihm  wtmttm 

eotUinued 

France’t  Algerian  policy  and  because 
ot  France’s  ’’hostile  attitude”  towards 
the  Arabs.  Iraq  also  stirred  up  protests 
from  Iran  and  Kuwait  by  proclaiming 
a  12-mile  limit  for  her  territorial 
waters,  which  are  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
Bodi  countries  rejected  the  Iraq  deci¬ 
sion;  Iran  warned  that  she  would  take 
’’severe  action”  if  her  shying  were 
interfered  with. 

Aloof  Israel’s  northern  border,  Syr¬ 
ian  troops  and  infiltrators  were  respon¬ 
sible  for  a  series  of  shootings  and  raids. 
On  Nov.  17,  Syrian  raiders  shot  aiKl 
killed  Mrs.  Keoiiieth  Doran,  wife  of  a 
British  embassy  official,  u  she  q>- 
proached  the  border  at  a  point  where 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  enters  tiie  Jordan 
River,  On  Nov.  20,  Syrian  troops  fired 
on  Israel  positions  in  tte  Huleh,  and 
on  Nov.  24,  infiltrators  attacked  an 
Arab  goatherd  and  seixed  his  flock 
before  being  driven  away  by  Israel 
police.  An  Egyptian  mine  of  recent 
mamifacture  was  found  in  a  field  near 
Lake  Huleh  and  dismantled  in  the 
presence  ot  UN  officers.  To  the  south, 
in  the  Mishmar  Han^ev  regioii,  an 
Israd  patrol  surprised  three  Egyptian 
intelligence  dficm  from  Gaza,  killing 
two  and  aqmiring  the  third. 

Nnsaer's  CeeapWiit.  The  US.  arul 
Great  Britain  were  bitterly  attacked  in 
Cairo  on  Nov.  27  by  UAR  President 
Nasser  allegedly  for  intriguing  against 
him.  He  accused  them  of  hiring  Tunisian 
President  Bourguiba  and  King  Hussein 
of  Jordan  to  con^Mre  against  him.  In  an 
especially  violent  outinirst,  he  threat¬ 
ened  the  Tunisian  President  by  warn¬ 
ing  that  he  would  suffer  the  same  fate 
at  the  hands  of  his  people  as  Nuri 
Said,  aho  was  murdetiKl  by  an  Iraqi 
mob. 

On  Nov.  23,  Bourguiba .  had  de¬ 
nounced  Nasser  for  a  plot  to  kifi  him 
and  other  cabinet  members.  The  next 
day,  the  Tunisian  President  announced 
the  arrest  ot  several  Egyptian  officers 
caught  plotting  to  kill  him  and  turn  the 
country  over  to  his  exiled  rival,  Salah 
ben  Youssef,  now  in  Cairo. 


FROM  OUR  RIADRS 

Carl  E.  Wahlstrom,  Judge  of 
Probate  Court,  Worcester,  AAoss. 

'This  is  o  valuable  addition  to 
the  literature  concerning  the  Near 
East.  It  gives  us  up-to-date  news 
ar>d  pinpoints  and  emphasizes  the 
important  events.  The  Report 
keeps  us  alert  as  to  the  commu¬ 
nistic  influence  which  is  trying  to 
perwtrate  the  AAiddle  East.” 


Cepthra  fyrie.  Rumblings  of  discon¬ 
tent  from  Syria  over  increasing  eco¬ 
nomic  difficulties  as  well  as  disloca¬ 
tions  caused  by  the  latul  reform  laws 
led  Nasser  to  tighten  his  grip  on  the 
unhappy  country  by  strif^ing  the  re- 
maining  Syrian  Vice  Prudent  Akram 
Hourani  of  all  his  powers.  A  number 
of  Syrians  are  reported  to  have  been 
shot  by  Egyptian  soldiers  in  disputes 
arising  over  land  claimed  by  them 
under  the  law.  Hourani  is  a  sponsor 
of  the  agrarian  program  and  also  head 
of  the  Syrian  Ba’ath  party,  which 
brought  about  union  with  the  UAR 
and  which  now  is  suspected  of  flirting 
with  the  idea  of  union  with  Iraq. 

Iwduriup  Loss— s.  A  course  of  study 
sriiich  nuy  have  far-reaching  effects  in 
promoting  democracy  among  the  new 
Afro-Asian  countries  is  being  given  in 
Tel  Aviv,  Israel,  whme  a  three-months 
seminar  on  the  cooperative  movement 
opened  on  Nov.  15.  Attending  the 
special  Histadruth  school  are  60  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  17  countries:  Ceylon, 
India,  Burma,  Thailand,  Japan,  Kenya, 
Nigeria,  Ghana,  the  Cameroons,  French 
Sudan,  Chad,  Ethiopia  and  others. 
Guest  lecturers  on  cooperative  enter¬ 
prises  are  being  provided  not  only  by 
Israel  institutions  and  governments  but 
also  by  the  International  Labor  Office 
and  the  International  Cooperative 
Union. 


UN  Secretary  Gen¬ 
eral  Dag  Hammaiskjold  requeued  an 
appropriation  of  $120,000  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  UN  presence  in  Jordan, 
namely.  Pier  P.  SpineUi  and  a  staff  of 
30,  for  the  final  three  months  of  1958. 
At  the  same  time  he  requested  an 
appropriation  of  $3,800,000  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  UN  observers  group  in 
Lrt>anon  from  June  13  to  Dec.  31.  The 
UN  group  was  withdrawn  from  Leba¬ 
non  at  the  end  of  November.  The 
complaints  registered  by  Jordan  and 
Lebanon  against  the  UAR  have  also 
been  withdrawn  from  the  UN. 


Mnsshra  Contwiiiniaiit.  Senator-elect 
Harrison  A.  Williams,  Jr.,  of  NJ., 
warned  the  U.S.  against  appeasement 
of  Nasser  and  called  on  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  to  adopt  a  ’’policy  of  massive 
containment”  of  the  UAR  ruler.  ”We 
should  not  be  prepared  to  equate  Nas- 
serism  with  the  legitimate  national  as¬ 
pirations  of  the  Arab  people,  which 
we  support,”  he  said.  The  NJ.  Demo¬ 
crat  also  urged  the  U.S.  to  expand  its 
economic  assistance  to  the  Near  East 
substantially,  and  advocated  a  guaran¬ 
tee  of  Israel’s  security  as  a  step  toward 
insuring  peace  in  the  area. 

propaganda  pre^iijis 

Nelson  Rockefeller,  Governor-elect 
of  New  York,  was  the  subject  of  several 
Moscow  radio  broadcasts  on  Nov.  18 
and  19  charging  that  oil  dictates  U.S. 
policy  in  the  Near  East  Rockefeller 
is  described  as  the  president  of  Standard 
Oil  of  New  Jersey  and  as  a  ’^figilant 
trustee  of  international  Zionism.’^ 

Moscow  then  goes  on  to  outline  a 
Protocols-of-Zion  type  plot  involving 
the  late  Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann  and  tiis 
SheU  Oil  Company,  which  together 
with  other  British  oil  interests  “secured 
a  number  of  industrial  establishments 
in  Palestine.”  The  Moscow  broadcast 
explained  that  after  British  power  in 
the  Near  East  declined,  the  “Rockefeller 
family  penetrated  the  world  Zionist  or^ 
ganization  and  consequently  effected  a 
change  in  the  government  away  from 
Weizmann’s  conservative  party,  called 
the  General  Zionist  Organization,  to  the 
refminist,  pro-American  party,  Mapai, 
which  is  led  by  Ben-Gurion.” 

No  plot  is  too  devious  for  the  com¬ 
missars  to  unravd. 
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